
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                        SEPTEMBER 20, 2015 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 17th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 482 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, opportunities to receive and explore 

uncomfortable thoughts and feelings come to me repeatedly.  

You view these as opportunities for me to learn about myself, 

and ask me to take advantage of them.  My reaction to this is 

disbelief—what value is there in the experience of feeling 

uncomfortable?  I can see no value, so I habitually reject the 

experience of discomfort, something which happens so quickly 

I rarely notice the discomfort let alone take it seriously.  I find I 

am carefully focused on what I was taught concerning what is 

suitable and appropriate for me to consider, and the suitable 

things are what fill my mind, not my discomfort.  My being this 

way seems normal and natural, but your request for me to look 

at my discomfort makes me wonder if I might be unaware of 

something valuable about discomfort. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 9:30-37 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 340 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 540 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Lunch 
FRIDAY       1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for September 27, 2015 
Ester 7: 1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22; Psalm 124; 

James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 
 

F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women meet this Friday, at the church, at 
1:30pm.  Marolyn Bode is the Hostess.  Pam Novelly is the Study 
Leader.  The Study is Lesson One, in the new Horizons Study: 
Come to the Waters, “Birthing Waters- - Creation” [Genesis 1:1—
2:4a. 
 
 The thing most immediately needed to help the victims of the 
fires in Northern California is “MONEY.”  There are four churches 
in the area of the fires, and they provide for victims and public 
safety personnel daily, all of which requires money.  If you wish to 
donate, make out a check to this church and mark it “Valley Fire.”  
The money will be sent to the Presbytery who will disburse it to 
the churches who need it. 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
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Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 
We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 

reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 9:30-37) 

 This week’s text states again the same ideas as last week’s 
text. Last week Christ said to his disciples…the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, be rejected, be killed, and after three days 
rise again. This week Christ says…the Son of Man is to be betrayed 
into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being 
killed he will rise again. This idea or understanding appears in all of 
the Gospels, and it is repeated a number of times, marking it as a 
concept or an understanding that is central to our religion. If we 
translate this concept into wording that is contemporary, and if we 
internalize it, the understanding is: 1) God brings fundamental and 
essential change to our personal lives by introducing thoughts and 
feelings into our awareness which are not compatible with our 
understanding of who we are, thereby causing us discomfort; 2) 
these thoughts and feelings are scrutinized by whatever or 
whoever evaluates what is appropriate for us; 3) what is 
considered inappropriate is removed from our awareness; 4) in the 
face of the reasons for the rejection of what is inappropriate, the 
same thoughts and feelings are repeatedly returned to our  
awareness until we are able to turn toward them, explore them, 
understand them and their value to us, and make use of them. In 
case we missed the point: God is involved in the mental and 
emotional discomfort that enters our life. 

What is usually missed about discomfort is that its appearance 
indicates something has entered our awareness/experience that is 
outside our comfort zone and we are being cautioned or warned to 
be careful. We generally respond to discomfort by avoiding it. 
However, Christianity looks upon discomfort differently: the 
discomfort is seen as an opportunity to look at a value or standard 
we have internalized and either have or are in danger of violating. 
The discomfort give us an opportunity to consider whether or not 
the value/standard is still useful given the situation we are facing. 
Discomfort is like a doorway through which we may enter a larger 
and more differentiated life than the one we now have. 

This understanding is stated very directly in the text, but the way 
the text is worded, and the fact that the text is so familiar, tends to 

cloud the meaning and implications of the text. In our culture 
internal change, fundamental and essential change, are the 
byproduct of our effort to achieve our ideals. In Christianity, internal 
change, fundamental and essential change, are the byproduct of 
our exploring the thoughts and feeling which cause us discomfort 
because they are not compatible with our understanding of who we 
are. Discomfort gives us a chance to reconsider the person we 
understand ourselves to be. Change is what occurs as we turn 
toward what gives us discomfort and explore it compassionately 
with an eye to understanding it. 

This repetitive cycle introduces material that is not included in 
our sense of self, yet is needed to balance our sense of self. It is 
something built into the very heart of human life by God, who 
maintains it and sustains it. It forms the heart of the Christian 
understanding of God, the Trinity. 

 Christ invites us to be his disciples [Greek: learners], people 
who learn to live in cooperation with this redemptive way God 
intervenes in our lives. As “learners” we seek to be open to 
uncomfortable and non-conforming thoughts and feelings as they 
come to us, exploring them, seeking to understand them and learn 
what they tell us about ourselves, paying attention to how we reject 
them, and then receiving them again when they return. However, a 
person cannot be a “learner” if they seek to be great or superior, if 
they seek to be a winner, or to be number one, because what is 
required to be a learner is to have the mind of a servant [the Greek 
word is actually an attendant] since it is necessary to attend to what 
comes to us rather than seek to get somewhere or be someone. This 
way of life involves our adopting a posture of being receptive rather 
than being aggressive. The Greek word translated into English as 
“welcome” means “to receive.” The word is subjective and passive, 
having the meaning of receiving what is offered to one rather than 
taking hold of something. This is what is asked of us—to receive the 
thoughts and feelings coming to us, especially those which make us 
uncomfortable, and to be curious about them, respond to them and 
interact with them. 

The Greek word translated into English as “child” is a figure of 
speech meaning “an immature Christian,” someone who is just 



learning this way. A mind capable of receiving from a beginner will 
as well receive from Christ, and also receive from the God who sent 
him. If we internalize the child and make it our internal child, a 
mind that is capable of embracing the child within and attending to 
what it has to offer, will as well receive from Christ, and also receive 
from the God who sent him. 

[Jim Robie, 9-17-15, Cycle B, Mark 9:30-37] 


